The Examination of Antimicrobial Soft Silicone Foam Dressing

BACKGROUND:

Examination of the burn wound has been an
Integral aspect of treatment, since this allows
for wound progression to be monitored. This
Is hindered by treatments that either leaves a
residue, or becomes adherent which prevents
inspection of the wound.

Mepilex® Ag, manufactured by Molnlycke
Health Care, utilizes soft silicone (Safetac®
Technology) to provide a dressing that may
reduce amount of adherence to the burn
wound. The Safetac Technology is designed
to allow the dressing to float over open
moist tissue, while remaining attached to
iIntact tissue.

PURPOSE:

To examine the use of Mepilex Ag for the
treatment of Partial Thickness Burns.

METHOD:

The Mepilex Ag will be placed on partial
thickness injuries less than 72 hours post
burn. The patient will also be asked daily to
demonstrate and perform range of motion
exercises. The Mepilex Ag, will be removed
at day 6 to 7 for wound evaluation and to
determine If tearing of the new epithelium
occurs. Digital images will be obtained for
visual documentation.
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RESULTS:

A total of 18 patients were evaluated with a
mean TBSA of 7.28 with a range from 1% to
18%. Of the 18 patients, 11 had involvement
of at least one joint and all patients
demonstrated the ability to perform range
of motion exercises throughout the course
of treatment. One patient had burns that
required grafting.

CONCLUSION:
The Mepilex Ag provided antimicrobial

protection that left the burn injury with a
clean appearance. The Safetac Technology
prevented the Mepilex Ag from adhering to
the wound, thereby, giving the clinician the
opportunity to either examine the wound or
leave it intact for up to seven days at their
discretion. Since the injuries were able to be
examined, the physician felt that the Mepilex
Ag did not delay the decision to graft burns
requiring surgical intervention.
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